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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS* 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the application. 
Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended). An in line skate guard for an in line skate, said in line skate 
comprising a boot and a frame having a bottom surface and adapted for carrying a 
plurality of serially mounted rollers, said plurality of serially mounted rollers including 
a first roller and a last roller, wherein each of said plurality of rollers has a fim width 
ai1< J a rounded rolling surface a second ckeumf e r e rrtkil arcuate taper adapted for 
contacting a contact surface, and wherein the in line skate includes a brake spur, said in 
line skate guard comprising an elongate body comprising: 

a. a tettgtk horizontal upper surface ha ving a groove alone the length thereof , said 
groove having a first width and a transitional bevel to a second width narrower than 
said first width wherein the groove is adapted for receiving and holding the 
plurality of serially mounted rollers in a pinching relationship thereby preventing 

b. Q r front portion having a first width, said front - portion including opposite and 
para l l e Kfirst and second lugs projecting upwqt -Ak a beveled bottom contacting 
surface comprising a plurality of contact planes for contacting a walking surface, 
wherein said elongate body is composed of: 

c. a r e ar portion having - a second width wider than said - first width, paid rear portion 
including oppo s it e and parallel third and fourth lugs projecting upwards; and, a 
front portion having: 



6 



PAGE 3/1 1 * RCVD AT 7/2612006 5:29:30 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-3/15 ' DNIS:2738300 * CSID:25M183251 * DURATION (mm-ss):03-06 



07/26/2006 14:31 2504183251 GORDTHOMSON PAGE 

Appn. Number 10/705,840 Guyon et al. GAU 361 8 

Amendment dated Thursday, 04/13/2006 

Reply to Office Action dated 01/24/2006 

Amended 07/26/2006 

Reply to Office Action dated 07/07/2006 

L a first width: 

ili opposite and parallel fi rst and second lugs projecting up wards! and^ 
Ilk a front bottom surface ad apted for purchase on said walking surface; 
d a middle portion contiguous with said front portion and having^ 
L a third width equal to the first width[[J]; 

iL the middle portion having a groove comprising a groove first ggaaw wiHtl^ 

an d ajfransitional bevel to a groove second groovo widthrM] : and, 
HL a middle b ottom surface contiguous with said front bottom surface and 
adapted for purchase on the contact walking surface: and. 
£ a rear portion having: 

L a second wi dth wider than said first width: 

1L opposite and parallel third and fourth lugs projecting upwards: and. 
llL a rear bott om surface contiguous with said middle bottom surface and 
adapted for purchase on the walking surface. 
2. (Currently Amended). The in line skate guard as claimed in claim 1 wherein; said 
elongate body further inoludeg a bottom ourfaoo adapted for purchase on said contaot 
swfee eyflaid bottom surface comprising: 
a - said front b ottom surface comprises a first contact plane having nn nnglg nf 
approximately 45 degrees to the contact surface : and a second contact plane 
having a slight ly elevated ancle above the contact surface wherein said second 
contact plane equals approximately 20 percent o f said beveled bottom contacting 
surface; 
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b - a gecond o o ntoot plane having a olightly elevated angle above the contact s urfac e ; 
said middle bottom contact surface comprises a third horizontal contact olane 
wherein said third horizontal contact plane equals approximately 40 percent of th * 
beveled bottom contacting surface: and., 
c - a third horizontal contact plane: said rear bott o m surface comprises a fourth cnntnr.t 
plane having a slightly elevated angle above the conta c t surface: and a fifth contact 
plane having an angle of approximately 45 degrees to the contact surface, wherein 
said fourth contact plane equals approximately 20 percent of the beveled bottom 
contacting surface, ff:!] 

d a fourth contact piano having a slightly elevated nngl e abov e the oontoot aurfaco. 



e — Q fifth contact piano having an angle of approximat e ly 45 d e grooo to the contact 
surface ; 

3. (Currently Amended). The in line skate guard as claimed in claim 2 wherein said first 
and second opposite and paraJJel lugs define a first front gap between themfr.1 % and 
wherein said first front gap is adapt ed to accent said width of said first roller , 

4. (Original). The in line skate guard as claimed in claim 3 wherein said third and fourth 
opposite and parallel lugs define a second rear gap said rear gap adapted in width to 
receive said brake spur. 

5. (Currently Amended). The in line skate guard as claimed in claim 4, wherein the 
elongate body has an upper surface and - a groove within paid upper aurfnoo, aaid groovo 
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adapted to receive the plurality of aerially mounted rollers in a pinching loLitiu aship, 
wherein the groove is further defined by: 

a. a first wall having a top surface, an inside surface and an outside surface; and, 

b. a second wall having a top surface, an inside surface and an outside surface; 
wherein said first wail and said second wall are adapted to flex outwards when the 
plurality of serially mounted rollers are inserted between them and in consequence hold 
the plurality of serially mounted rollers within the groove in a pinching relationship. 

6. (Currently Amended). The in line skate guard as claimed in claim 5, wherein the 
groove further includes: 

a. a bottom surface adapted to engage the rounded rolling surface nf each of the 
plurality of serially mounted rollers in a supporting relationship; 

b. wherejn a the fig* groove first width js adapted to receive and hold said roller width 
in a pinching relationship ™iH fimt „»H+h n f m ^ n f &e plurality of a er ially 
mounted rollers ; and: 

c - wherein said transitional bevel is adapted t o receive and hold the rounded mllin p 
surface of each of the plurality of se rially mounted rollers in a p inching 
relationship, se cond groove - width narrower than said firot width; and, 
d. a hoveled portion tronsitioning between sold first groove width and said second 
groov e width said beveled portion adapted to receive in a pinching relationship 
oaid circumferential arcuate taper of oaoh of the plurality of serially mounte d 
rolloro. 
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7. (Original). The in line skate guard as claimed in claim 6, wherein the groove further 
includes: 

a. a front curvilinear bight curving front wards and upwards into the first front gap to 
conform to the first roller; 

b. a rear curvilinear bight curving rearwards and upwards into said rear gap to 
conform to the last roller; and, 

c a depth so that when the in line skate guard is fastened to the in line skate, the top 
surfaces of the first wall and the second walls respectively abut against the bottom 
surface of the frame. 

8. (Original). The in line skate guard as claimed in claim 7 further comprising means for 
securing the elongate body to the plurality of serially mounted rollers, said means 
comprising: 
a. in the front portion: 

i. a first aperture in the first lug; 

ii. a second aperture in the second lug; 

wherein said first and second apertures include a countersunk portion on the 
inside walls of the first and second lugs respectively; 
b. in the rear portion : 

i. a third aperture in the third lug; 
ii. a fourth aperture in the fourth lug; 
wherein said third and fourth aperture include a countersunk portion on the 
inside walls of the third and fourth lugs respectively; 
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c a first semi-circular pivot hoop having a first apex, said first semi circular pivot 
hoop mounted between the first lug and the second lug by first mounting means; 
and, 

d. a second semi-circular pivot hoop having a second apex, said second semi circular 
pivot hoop mounted between the third lug and the fourth Jug by second mounting 
means. 

9- (Original). The in line skate guard as claimed in claim 8 wherein said semi circular 
first pivot hoop has a radius sufficient to permit said first apex to situate on top of the 
first roller. 

1 0. (Original). The in line skate guard as claimed in claim 9 wherein said semi circular 

second pivot hoop has a radius sufficient to permit said second apex to situate on top of 
the in line skate brake spur, and where the in line skate brake spur is absent, said semi 
circular second pivot hoop has a radius sufficient to permit said second apex to situate 
on top of the in line skate last roller. 
1 1 • (Currently Amended). The in line skate as claimed in claim 10, wherein said first 
mounting means comprises a first and a second sleeve in s e rted disposed into the first 
lug aperture and second lug apertures respectively, wherein each of the first and second 
sleeves include a first end and a second end, said first and second sleeves! second end 
adapted in shape to conform to the countersunk portion of the first and second l ug 
apertures, the first and second sleeve second ends slightly recessed in the first and 
second aperture inside end. 
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! 2. (Currently Amended). The in line skate as claimed in claim U, said second mounting 
means comprises a third and a fourth sleeve legated disposed within the rear portion 
third and fourth lug apertures respectively, wherein each of the third and fourth sleeves 
includes a first end and a second end wherein said third and fourth sleeves! second ends 
are adapted in shape to conform to the countersunk portion of the third and fourth lug 
apertures, the first and second sleeve ends of the third and fourth sleeves slightly 
recessed in the aperture inside end. 
13. (Currently Amended). The in line skate guard as claimed in claim 12, wherein said 
means for securing the elongate body to the plurality of rollers Anther comprises: 
a. a first and a second tension ehefd cord, wherein each of said first and second 
tension chor ds cords have: 

i. a first relaxed length less than the length of the elongate body; 

ii. a second stretched length less than the length of the elongate body; 

iii. a first end fixed to which is an eye ring, wherein said first tension ©herd 
cord eye ring is engaged in a sliding relationship with the first semi circular 
pivot hoop and wherein said second tension sherd cord eye ring is engaged 
in a sliding relationship with the second semi circular pivot hoop; 

iv. a second end fixed to which is a clip, wherein said first tension efeefd cord 
clip is adapted for releasable engagement with the second semi circular 
hoop and wherein said second tension sherd cotd clip is adapted for 
releasable engagement with the first semi circular hoop; 
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so that when the first and second clips are engaged with their respective first and 
second semi-circular hoops, the first and second tension sherd cojd assume their 
second stretched lengths. 

14. (Currently Amended). The in line skate guard as claimed in claim 1 3 wherein the first 
tension efeerd cord and said second tension cord have identical construction. 

15. (Original). The in line skate as claimed in claim 14 wherein the first and the second 
semi circular pivot hoops are fabricated from piano wire. 

1 6. (Original). An in line skate guard for an in line skate, said in line skate guard adapted 
to permit the wearer to walk on a walking surface using a natural human walking gait 
cycle, said natural human walking gait cycle comprising a heel strike phase, a transition 
phase from the heel strike phase to a foot flat phase, a foot flat phase, a transition phase 
between the foot flat phase and the heel off phase, a heel off phase and a toe off phase, 
said in line skate guard comprising an elongate body having a bottom surface, said 
bottom surface comprising a plurality of integral contact planes in a serial and 
contiguous relationship, said contact planes including: 

a. a first contact plane adapted to contact said walking surface during said heel strike 
phase; 

b. a second contact plane adapted to contact the walking surface during said transition 
phase between the foot flat phase and the heel offphase; 

c. a third contact plane adapted to contact the walking surface during said foot flat 
phase; 
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d. a fourth contact plane adapted to contact the walking surface during the transition 
phase between the foot flat phase and the toe off phase; and, 

e. a fifth contact surface adapted to contact the walking surface during the toe off 
phase. 

1 7. (Original). The in line skate guard as claimed in claim 16 wherein: 

a. said first contact plane is raised approximately 45 degrees from the horizontal; and, 
wherein, 

b. said fifth contact plane is raised approximately 45 degrees from the horizontal. 

18, (Cancelled). 
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